Large noncleaved follicular center cell lymphoma. Clinical features in 53 patients.
To clarify the clinical characteristics of large noncleaved lymphoma (LNC-FCC; intermediate grade, large cell, noncleaved, Working formulation), 53 patients were studied. Thirty-one were male and 22 female. Median age was 54 years. Initial symptoms included lymphadenopathy (40%), pain (34%), and B symptoms (21%). Stage I disease was present in 6, Stage II in 9, Stage III in 14, and Stage IV in 24 (72% Stage III or IV). Gastrointestinal (GI) tract involvement was present in 13. Central nervous system (CNS) disease was present at diagnosis in two patients, occurred during therapy in two, and was the sole site of relapse in two. Bone marrow involvement was found in 7 of 50 patients (14%). Complete remission was attained in 60% of all patients. Twenty-nine Stage III and IV patients received intensive multiagent chemotherapy; complete remission (CR) was attained in 69%. In contrast, zero of nine patients with Stage III or IV disease who did not receive an anthracycline-containing regimen, attained CR. Median survival for the entire group was 25 months. It was concluded that, in our patients with LNC-FCC, GI involvement was prominent (25%) and CNS disease was not uncommon (11%). Long-term disease-free survival may be achieved in patients with more advanced disease after the administration of anthracycline-containing combination chemotherapy.